
Minster Valley Short Walk
70p
Distance: Approx 2.5 mile (4km)
Time: Average 90 minutes
Terrain: Some slopes
Info: Originally known as Talcar, from the 
Cornish
meaning ’Brow of the settlement’, the 
name Minster
is derived from the Old English “mynster”, 
meaning
“monastery” or “mother church”. This short 
walk
traces the origins of the parish, following 
ancient
footpaths along the beautiful Valency 
Valley,
beloved of Thomas Hardy who courted his 
first wife
here. It is a varied walk abounding in 
wildlife and

Boscastle Visitor Guide
£3.99

Thomas Hardy (then a young architect) first came
to Boscastle in 1870 to oversee the restoration of
St Juliot Church. He stayed as a guest of the Rev.
Caddell Holder at the parish rectory where he met
Emma Gifford, his future wife. Their courtship was
played out among the rugged landscape of North
Cornwall, and this happy formative period of his life
made a lasting impression on Hardy.
This book looks at the importance of these Cornish
sojourns, and how the memories of them influenced
Hardy’s later work as poet and author.
A circular walk is included for you to enjoy, from
Boscastle to St Juliot Church and back via the
Valency Valley. This route follows in the footsteps
of Emma and Thomas Hardy, and visits many of
their favourite places.

In the Footsteps of Thomas & Emma Hardy
(Booklet)  £3.99

Everything the visitor needs to learn and 
more about the fascinating environment, 
history, industry and development of this 
‘Seaside Parish’.
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